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RIDERS ROUTE NOTES – 
DEE VALLEY DETOUR - SUNBEAM MOTOR CYCLE RUN
11.00am, Sunday 24th Sepember 2023
Start /Finish: Bangor-on-Dee via Carrog

End of season run of 55 miles of scenic route for owners of Marston Sunbeams (and friends) on roads that our machines and their previous owners would find familiar but nowadays better paved (maybe). In fact, in September 1920 a large part of our route was ridden between hill climbs by none other than John Greenwood, Eric Williams and George Dance himself in the Liverpool M.C. Reliance Cup Trial. 

GENERAL NOTES: 
Start venue -BANGOR ON DEE VILLAGE HALL, OVERTON ROAD, BANGOR ON DEE,  LL13 OBY. We have hired the hall and will provide refreshments at start and finish, any help welcome.

It is the last week of September and North Wales. You might need to consider wearing your waterproof jacket and remember to put your winter vest on too. The route has NO severe or dramatic sections but as it is a climb and descend therefore your brakes do need to be functioning correctly.
The Archie Beggs and Jeff Meehan sections are NOT REALLY suitable for back-up cars with trailers. If you meet a tractor with trailer, reversing will be a challenge! We will have a support van covering these sections.
The refreshment break in the afternoon is at The Boat Inn at Erbistock. They are fully booked for food. If nice, please use the tables on the river bank nearest the entrance, If not, bar area or heated patio behind bar.
BANGOR-ON-DEE TO LLANGOLLEN : All single lane A roads, those with a heavy right hand may wish to do so before Ruabon. Later watch your speed through residential parts such as Trevor. May be some congestion in centre of Llangollen, you are riding straight through. 

HORSESHOE PASS: Steady continuous climb on good roads up to the Ponderosa Café  with the 1 in 5 section and two challenging (first gear?!) right-hand bends after crossing cattle grid. Some riders may wish to pause / gather at the summit and let their engines rest. Followed by descent with one notable tight left-right bend. Highest point of route 1,368 feet. 2 cattle grids and loose sheep.

ARCHIE BEGGS SECTION: B road meandering climb and descend. Single lane with passing places. Very little through traffic but approach blind bends with care. Try not to bunch up. Road surface OK with very occasional loose surface, although a couple of sections of bad surface. Take care as moss is building up in the centre of the road. TAKE YOUR TIME and enjoy fabulous views. Recommended by and ridden frequently by Archie on his Sunbeam.

CARROG STATION TEA ROOMS: Sit on the platform if nice and wait for a steam engine to arrive. Tea, coffee, sandwiches, cakes and loos. There is a Pub next to the bridge and a small petrol station on the corner of the lane and the A5.
JEFF MEEHAN SECTION: B Road single lane with passing places following the River Dee and Llangollen Railway. Same notes as last section. More frequent traffic. Some areas of potholes mainly under trees to be steered around. First section has the worst surface. It improves!. Watch for moss in the centre of the road especially under the trees. Pass the ex PH ‘The Conquering Hero’ on your left the start of one of the 1920 Hill Climbs beside it. Some great views which according to the late Jeff include, on your right, Harry Secombe’s favourite North Wales panorama - who knows! When rejoining the A542 to Llangollen, take care it is a tight right turn. Follow route back towards start.
REFRESHMENT BREAK AT THE BOAT, ERBISTOCK: Follow route back towards Bangor on Dee along A539 turning right for the inn as soon as you see the Erbistock sign. Return to A528 via different road than entered be careful at T Junction.
PETROL; The shop in Overton is NOT SELLING FUEL at time of writing. Shell garage on route next to ALDI supermarket at Ruabon off roundabout on A539 after passing under A483 bypass and a Texaco on the A5 in Llangollen centre which is just off route by turning right after crossing town bridge.
CAUTION! TRY TO AVOID SHEEP, YOUNG GROUSE, POT HOLES AND FALLEN ACORNS ON  ROUTE!
PLEASE RIDE SAFELY AND ENJOY YOURSELF! 
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